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Joint INGO Statement on Yemen — 75th session of the UN General Assembly

September 2020

We are now sleepwalking towards a seventh year of war, and the people of Yemen can only surmise that the
world has forgotten them. The UN Secretary General called in March for a global ceasefire tied to the COVID-19
pandemic, but in Yemen this call has not translated into reality on the ground, at the expense of the lives and
livelihoods of ordinary civilians.

Two-thirds of the population — 20 million people — are hungry, and nearly 1.5 million families currently rely
entirely on food aid to survive. Ongoing restrictions by warring parties in a country that imports 90% of its food,
coupled with a currency crisis, has led to food shortages and price increases. The global COVID-19 pandemic has
exacerbated the situation; the resulting economic slump across the world has led to a dramatic drop in remittances
sent back by Yemeni diaspora, a major source of income for the country. The latest data shows that another million
people are set to fall into crisis levels of hunger before the year end. Women and children are the worst affected,
with 1.4 million pregnant or breastfeeding women and over two million children suffering from malnutrition.
Yemen’s conflict remains the main driver of food insecurity, ruining the economy and driving farmers from their
land. As recalled in UN Security Council Resolution 2417, international humanitarian law requires that warring
parties meet the basic needs of the civilian population —including food.

Ongoing fighting continues to take a devastating toll on civilians. Airstrikes, shelling and ground fighting continue,
with 10 new frontlines having emerged since the beginning of 2020. In July and August 2020 alone at least 33
civilians were killed in airstrikes — including 21 children. Intense fighting, particularly in Marib and Abyan
governorates, jeopardises civilian lives, causing mass displacement and depriving people of access to essential
services. Civilian infrastructure continues to be hit by all parties with impunity, and medical and water
infrastructure — essential for an effective response to COVID-19 — have been hit during air raids almost 200 times
since the conflict escalated in March 2015, equivalent to once every 10 days. Despite widespread violations of
international humanitarian and human rights law, committed by all parties to the conflict, those responsible are
not being held to account.

Yemen is now a drastically under-funded crisis. At a critical time when needs are increasing, famine once again
looms, and COVID-19 remains a constant threat, it is inconceivable that funding for Yemen’s humanitarian
response is drying up. At the June 2020 donor conference, around half of the $2.4 billion hoped for was pledged.
The Humanitarian Response Plan is only 30% funded, and the suspension and reduction of aid is leaving families
vulnerable to malnutrition, disease and death. Humanitarian access in Yemen is highly complex, affected primarily
by security and bureaucratic impediments, but international NGOs continue to deliver principled assistance and
to meet the needs of millions in the north and south of the country. Yet substantially more funding is needed to
continue to deliver life-saving assistance. Yemeni organisations and communities are also in dire need of support,
against a backdrop of restricted civic space, so they can continue to support the populations around them.

The currency crisis, COVID-19 and dwindling foreign reserves drive poverty and insecurity for millions of
Yemenis. Since January 2020, the Yemeni Riyal (YR) has lost approximately 22% of its value in areas held by the
internationally-recognised government (IRG), resulting in a 32% difference in exchange rates with areas controlled
by Ansar Allah (AA). Numerous factors are contributing to the freefall of the YR, including the COVID-19 pandemic,



shifting front lines, shortage of foreign reserves, and the uncoordinated circulation of new YR notes. COVID-19 has
had an enormous impact on Yemen’s economy, further driving depreciation, decreasing remittances entering the
country, and worsening economic opportunities.

Exacerbating the already precarious economic situation, the IRG and AA are currently in a stalemate regarding
fuel import revenues. The result has been to further strain a population already facing instability on multiple
fronts. The humanitarian consequences are dire. In the context of a global pandemic, where hygiene is key, water
and sanitation services are being halted due to an inability to pay the increased pumping and trucking costs.
Hospitals are shortening their hours of operation, as they cannot afford to run generators that are needed due to
the destroyed infrastructure. Brief respite has been found in the short term, due to temporary agreements to
ensure that fuel is available, but still in August 2020 only 50% of the fuel normally imported into Yemen was
allowed to enter.

Yemeni women and children continue to bear the brunt of the conflict. The proportion of women and children
harmed by armed violence in their homes rose from 53% in 2018 to 57% in the first half of 2020. The under-five
mortality rate is 55 per 1000 live births, more than double the target set by the Sustainable Development Goals,
and children remain vulnerable to preventable diseases including cholera and dengue fever. A combination of
factors including lack of funding, poor functioning of health services, continued attacks on health infrastructure
and the impact of COVID-19 has led to an 81% drop in child health care services between January and April 2020,
putting children more at risk than ever. As a result of funding shortfalls, UNICEF has warned the number of
malnourished children under the age of five could rise to 2.4 million by the end of the year. Millions of children
are out of school, with girls the most likely to miss out, and those who have been absent from school the longest
are the least likely to return to classes when they restart in October.

In the context of discussions taking place during the 75th UN General Assembly, International Non-
Governmental Organisations operating on the ground in Yemen call on the international community to:

¢ Demonstrate that they are prioritizing peace in Yemen by calling for an immediate, nationwide
cessation of hostilities and the engagement of all conflict parties in peace talks, ensuring that the
resumption of talks is not contingent upon first meeting the terms of the Stockholm Agreement. A Yemeni
peace process must involve the full inclusion and meaningful participation of civil society, including
women and young people. International support should be forthcoming for other peacebuilding and local
level dialogue initiatives where they emerge.

¢ Urgently provide the resources necessary to meet the ongoing humanitarian needs in Yemen, and
ensure that the COVID-19 response is also fully funded. Yemen’s Humanitarian Response Plan for 2020
is severely underfunded, and all international donors must ensure that they fulfil pledges that were made
during the recent donor conference — as well as increasing their commitments to funding the Plan.

¢ Continue and intensify high-level diplomacy to improve humanitarian access in Yemen. Humanitarian
diplomacy with warring parties must continue in order to ensure safe, principled and unhindered
humanitarian access, and donors must commit to providing aid based on need alone, avoiding blanket aid
suspensions whose effects are felt above all by civilians. International diplomacy must also support
greater space for Yemeni organizations and communities to work.

¢ Increase efforts to support the Yemeni economy in the longer term. Foreign reserves are needed to
import food, social protection schemes and safety nets are required to protect the most vulnerable, and
measures must be implemented to pay the salaries of public servants and support public services, restore
livelihoods and address the drop in remittances.

¢ Apply concerted pressure on warring parties to stop weaponizing the economy and restricting access
to vital goods and services. Warring parties must be encouraged to work effectively with the UN Special
Envoy on a long-term solution for fuel and other commercial imports; in the short term, discussions must
continue in order to find temporary solutions to ensure the flow of commercial imports of fuel to ease
the humanitarian crisis.

¢ Implement the recommendations of the Group of Eminent Experts (GEE) on Yemen, and call for its
mandate to be both extended and strengthened. This will empower the GEE to support concrete efforts
towards accountability for ongoing and widespread violations of international law occurring in Yemen.
The GEE should be invited to brief the UN Security Council.

¢ Suspend transfers of all arms and military equipment, as well as servicing and maintenance to warring
parties that might be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of international humanitarian or
human rights law, in order to stop fuelling the conflict.
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ACTED

Action Contre la Faim/Action Against Hunger
Adventist Development and Relief Agency

CARE

Danish Refugee Council

Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe/Diakonie Emergency Aid
Handicap International — Humanity and Inclusion
Human Appeal

International Medical Corps

International Rescue Committee

Islamic Relief

Médecins du Monde/Doctors of the World
Mercy Corps

Norwegian Refugee Council

Oxfam

Polska Akcja Humanitarna/Polish Humanitarian Action
Premiére Urgence — Aide Médicale Internationale
Qatar Charity

Relief International

Saferworld

Save the Children

Search for Common Ground

Solidarités International

War Child



